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DSA Update

2024 County School Facilities Consortium Annual Summit

Ida A. Clair, FAIA

State Architect

09.12.24

Photo by Tim Mossholder on Unsplash

Staff in office:
 Tuesday
 Wednesday
 Thursday

Staff telework: 
 Monday 
 Friday
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DSA 
Leadership 

Headquarter
s

State Architect
Ida A.Clair, FAIA, LEED AP BD+C, CASp

Deputy to the State Architect
Kurt Cooknick

Principal Structural Engineer for 
Codes and Standards
Diane Gould, SE

Principal Architect for 
Codes and Standards
Eric Driever, AIA, CASp

Chief of Administration
Justin Smith

DSA Regions 

Oakland Regional Office Manager:
Chris Morton, Principal Structural Engineer

Sacramento Regional Office Manager: 
Harlan Reymont, Principal Architect

Los Angeles Regional Office Manager:
Douglas Humphrey, Principal Architect

San Diego Regional Office Manager:
Ron LaPlante, Principal Structural Engineer

DSA Regions
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Exemption 
Based on 
Project Cost

IR A-22: Construction Projects Exempt from DSA Review

 Exemption threshold raised to $119,230 for all disciplines 

 Exemption Raised to $268,268 when:

 There is no structural work 

 Project contains no access compliance work

 Project contains no work that triggers Path of Travel 
improvements

 Project meets all fire & life safety standards

 Exempt projects must comply with all design, construction 
and inspection requirements of the CBC

 School District is responsible for compliance with all code 
requirements

 Exemption is only applicable to alterations to DSA certified 
structures

 To determine if submission to 
DSA is required.

 To determine if project is exempt.

 To discuss schedule.

 To discuss code interpretations.

 To discuss new code 
requirements.

Free Pre-Application Meetings
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Month to Month Year Review 9/23 to 9/24

Work on our desks: August 2024
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Intended Submittals: September 2024

Request for Plan Sets 

Per the Public Records Act, DSA will fulfill requests for plan sets and drawings 
only to authorized district personnel.

“Effective May 13, 2024, project record sets (plans or drawings) are exempt 
from disclosure for requests made under the PRA and DSA will no longer be 
providing plan sets to the public. These records are exempted by Government 
Code section 7922.  Please direct all requests for plan sets to the appropriate 
school district of the entity for which the plan sets are associated with and 
owned by.”

When you reach out to the district, please instruct the facilities manager to 
submit a request by sending an email to dsahqarchives@dgs.ca.gov. Our 
office will verify them and place them on an approved point of contact list. We 
will then provide the district with the plans/drawings.”
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SB 515 (Stern): Shade Structures
Chapter 489, Statutes of 2023
Adds EDC 17671.

Applies to:

 Only to freestanding, open-sided 
DSA pre-approved shade structures.

 Path of travel improvements limited 
to 20% of adjusted construction cost.

 Accessible route to shade structure 
is required and part of project cost 
and not considered a path of travel 
improvement.

 Meet with DSA early for application 
of new law to projects.

2024 New Laws: Shade Structures 

Photo by chris robert on Unsplash

AB 1572 (Friedman): 
Potable Water: Nonfunctional turf
Chapter 849, Statutes of 2023
Adds Water Code Chapter 2.5

 Defines nonfunctional turf as:
Any turf that is not functional turf, and includes turf located within 
street rights of way and parking lots.

 Defines functional turf as:
Ground cover surface of turf located in a recreational use area or 
community space. Turf enclosed by fencing or other barriers to 
permanently preclude human access for recreation or assembly is not 
functional turf.

 Defines recreational use area as:
An area designated by a governmental agency to accommodate foot 
traffic for recreation, either formal or informal, such as sports fields 
and playgrounds.

 Prohibits use of potable water for irrigation of nonfunctional turf 
beginning January 1, 2028.

 Requires state agencies to support the elimination of irrigation of 
nonfunctional turf with potable water.

2024 New Laws: Nonfunctional Turf

Photo by ben mullins on Unsplash
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Sustainability Plan Review

Goals:
 Greater support at pre-application meetings
 Greater compliance of requirements
 Understanding of challenges in implementation

New checklist:  DSA 403-C  to be submitted with 
each project, replaces GL-4.

Intended to be used as a guide for submitting 
complete documents that incorporate the current 
CALGreen requirements for DSA adopted 
mandatory measures. 

Campus Solar PV PR 23-04

 Existing campus sized solar PV 
may be used for new 
construction PV requirements.

 Requires substantiation of 
power generation through DSA 
1-AMM-PV
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Suite of IRs for Existing Buildings

 IR EB-1 Existing Building Regulations 
Overview – issued 03/22/23

 IR EB-2 Conversion of Nonconforming 
Building – issued 05/01/24

 IR EB-3 Evaluation and Design Criteria 
Report 2022 – revised 04/04/23

 IR EB-4 Rehabilitation Required by Cost: 
2022 CAC - issued 02/28/24

 IR EB-5 Rehabilitation Required by Scope –
revised 04/04/23

 IR EB-6 Voluntary Seismic Upgrade –
issued 03/19/24

Cost 
Estimating 
Template

Cost Estimate Template
Now in both:
Masterformat and Uniformat
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New IRs, Bulletins, Procedures, and Forms

 CEBC Bulletin– New! California 
Existing Building Code application 
- expected 09/15/24

 IR CG-1 – New! EVCS in New 
Construction, Alterations, and 
Additions – 7/24/24

 DSA 1-RUH – update expected 
09/15/24

 PR 24-04 – New! Procedure for 
DSA 1-RUH - expected 09/15/24

 DSA 1-RTI – New! Request for 
Technical Infeasibility – expected 
9/15/24

2022 Code Intervening Supplement

All-Gender Multi-user Restroom Facilities

 Not a requirement but an option.
 Provides an exception to current requirements 

to provide separate facilities.
 Allows for the replacement of a Urinal with a 

Toilet (Water Closet).
 Urinals must be in privacy compartment or in a 

separate space.
 Accessibility requirements for urinal 

compartments in CBC Chapter 11B.

Effective Date: July 1, 2024

18
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CO2 Monitoring: 
Existing Facilities

Requires CO2 monitors in existing K-
12 classrooms when a building is 

modernized.

Effective Date: July 1, 2024

EV Charging: 
Charging Power Alternative and
Existing Facilities

New parking facilities:
Requires Level 1, Low Power Level 2 or Level 2, or 
any combination thereof, providing a minimum total 
power based on number of parking spaces in a facility.

For existing facilities:
Required if installing new light 
fixtures in existing parking, 
adding to parking facilities, or 
installing solar PVs over 
parking. Requires chargers to 
be installed in EV capable 
spaces when a project is 
submitted to DSA.

CALGreen Intervening Supplement

CALGreen Intervening Supplement
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Building Standards Rulemaking

Building Standards Rulemaking
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Building Standards Rulemaking

Public School Construction Collaborative (PSCC)

 Offer insight on matters that protect the 
intent of the Field Act.

 Advise DSA on policy issues.

 Review and comment on proposed 
legislation or offer insight on adopted 
legislative changes.

 Review and advise DSA on 
Interpretations of Regulations at the 
request of the State Architect.

 Serve as liaison to stakeholder groups.

 Review and comment on the California 
Building Standards Code at Triennial and 
Intervening Code Cycles and offer insight 
on interpretive issues which may arise 
between code cycles.

Fall 2024 Meeting on 
September 18, 2024
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Collaborations:

DSA

OPSC 

CDE

Tri-Agency 

Workshops:

DSA

OPSC 

CDE
TK/K Facility 

Improvements
Planning for and 

Addressing Natural 
Disasters: A School 

Facilities Perspective

Designing and 
Constructing 

Sustainable Facilities 
and Outdoor Spaces

Photo by Gautam Arora on UnsplashPhoto by Landon Parenteau on Unsplash
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Structural 
Safety

Fire & Life 
Safety

Access Sustainability

DSA Review Focuses on Safety

Facility SUSTAINABILITY is an EQUITY issue

Photo by Rod Long on Unsplash

“We are the first 
generation to feel the 
sting of climate change, 
and we are the last 
generation that can do 
something about it.” 
– Jay Inslee
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Effects of 
Climate 
Change

to School 
Facilities, 

Faculty and 
Students

Photo by Nikolay Maslov on Unsplash

Photo by Mika Baumeister on Unsplash

Photo by Jess Zoerb on Unsplash

Fire

Flood

Extreme Heat

Photo by Chanelle on Unsplash
Drought

The California Heat Assessment Tool was funded by the California 
Natural Resources Agency for local and state health practitioners to 
better understand dimensions of heat vulnerability driven by climate 
changes and where action can be taken to mitigate the public health 
impacts of extreme heat in the future.

EXTREME 
HEAT

www.cal-heat.org
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Heat Health Events

A heat health event 
is any heat event 

that results in 
negative public 
heath impacts, 

regardless of the 
absolute 

temperature.
2021 2041

 Which one safer?

 Which has lower operating cost?

 Which has lower maintenance cost?

 Which is healthier for the driver and 
passengers? 

 Which is healthier for the community?

 Which has greater performance?

©CHPS 2023                                                                                        
#betterbuildingsbetterstudents

Time to think differently about 
our school facilities….. 
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Academic Achievement
Factors affecting the gap between the highest and lowest achieving students. 

• 16% Quality of 
the Classroom 
Environment

• 84% All other 
Factors

 Socioeconomic

 Teacher quality

 Family Support

 Nutrition

 Sleep

 Etc.

Impact, in grade 
levels, of moving 
an average child 
from the worst 
classroom to the 
best

0.65

“First we shape our buildings; 
thereafter they shape us.”
- Winston Churchill
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Attributes of 
a High 
Performance 
School

 Recruited mediocre talent

 Higher teacher turnover

 Increased mental health issues 
including stress, anxiety, and 
depression amongst students

 More sick days with increased 
incidents of illnesses such as 
asthma

 Paying too much for utilities

 Negatively effecting ‘pride’

BEFORE

Freemont HS, Quattrocchi Kwok Architects

High School Modernization 
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AFTER

 Reduced absenteeism 

 Improved Performance

 Increased employee attraction

 Increased employee retention

 Reduced operating costs

 Environmentally sustainable

 Facility Pride

High School Modernization 

Freemont HS, Quattrocchi Kwok Architects

Increase school facility energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions with each new construction and modernization, leading to a 

zero net energy and zero net carbon future.



2024 CSFC Annual Summit

Division of the State Architect Update 20

 New Construction 

 Major Modernization 

 System Replacement 

 Equipment Replacement 

 Operations & Maintenance

GETTING TO ZERO 
OVER TIME

K-12 
PUBLIC SCHOOL 

DISTRICT FACILITY
SUSTAINABILITY PLANNING 

Mandatory Measures for Schools

 Bicycle parking
 Electric vehicle charging
 Light pollution reduction
 Grading to manage surface water 

flow
 Shade trees
 Water conserving plumbing fixtures
 Outdoor potable water use in 

landscape areas
 Water resistance and moisture 

management
 Building Reuse

 Construction waste disposal and 
recycling

 Recycling by occupants
 Pollutant control during construction
 Finish material pollutant control
 MERV-13 filters
 CO2 monitoring in classrooms
 Acoustical control and exterior noise 

transmission
 HVAC refrigerants without 

chlorofluorocarbons and halons
 Embodied Carbon of Materials
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DSA SUSTAINABILITY 
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

 Stakeholder Engagement

 Goals

 Resolution

 Facility Assessment

 RFP

 Interview Q’s

 OPR

 Project Checklist

 Reporting Template

 Media Release

 ZNC Bond Criteria

ROADMAP TOOLKIT

Decarbonization Roadmap Guide for School Building Decision 

Makers - New Buildings Institute
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The All-Electric 
California 
Schools Kitchen 
of the Future

Photo by Jonathan Borba on Unsplash

Stormwater 
Capture and 

Runoff
Management

Preserve, create, and enhance natural 
areas and features.

Minimize impervious surfaces.

Design with soils that promote infiltration.

Arrange impervious surfaces to drain to 
permeable surfaces.

Design areas to prevent irrigation runoff.

Allocate space to stormwater control 
measures.

Incorporate visual stormwater features and 
learning opportunities.
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Sustainable 

Schools 

Showcase

Sustainable 
Schools 

Showcase
Blach Intermediate School

Yosemite Community College

Crafton Hills
College

Photo by J. Kelly Brito on Unsplash

Sustainability Topics:
California EVCS Accessibility
All-Electric Schools Kitchen of the Future
Green Schoolyards

Coming soon:
CALGreen Embodied Carbon Regulations
Free, On Demand, CEU credit

DSA Academy
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SUBSCRIBE

TO OUR 

LISTSERV!

DSA
Q&A


